Bike Route Website: http://wwhistoricbiker.weebly.com

West Windsor Historic Bike Trail

*Starting Point: Village Road East, West Windsor, NJ. Look for a brown kiosk at

the intersection of Village Road East and South Mill Rd next to the Second World

War Memori al and start 't here. . Sites. mar ked o0n
Dutch Neck Presb  yterian Church, Site H1) are also marked out by red, in -ground
plaques near to the sites.

Welcome to the Interpretive Historic Bike Project Route! The site you are now

standing at, next to the large brown wooden kiosk, will be your starting point.

Please read the plague in the kiosk before starting your tour; it is essential in

comprehending the full extent of this trail.

Happy riding!

Paul Ligeti

Dutch Neck-1737

Look around you. What do you see? Old houses

surrounding Village Road East? Barnyards behind

those buildings, and open space a lot of it farmland-

beyond that? Minus the firehouse at the end of South

Mill Road, this is what the village of Dutch Neck would

have looked like in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth

centuries. This community was shaped by a number of

prominent families, such as the Vorhees, the Schencks,

the Bergens and the Jewells. Some of these, such as the -
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Bergens and the Schencks, are still well known in the o A\
community today. Dutch Neck WWII Mem

Quick- close your eyesand picture yourself walking down Village Road East, greeting neighbors and
schoolchildren alike. Dutch Neck was the stereotypical pickdence town of America before the American
Revolution. It was a communityfocused village, where neighbors helped onenather and news travelled
fast. Here are a number of sites you can see from your spot right in the middle of town:

Dutch Neck Presbyterian Church (Site H1)

As in almost every other community that was settled during the 1700s, religion played a majorleoin the

life of the residents. Every Sunday, the members of the congregation, which was formally organized in
1816, would crowd into the church to hear sermons about God. The
current structure, built in 1875, stands on the site of an older
wooden building called the Dutch Neck Meeting House (1797). This
older building was used not only for religious purposes, but for
individual meditation. From the steeple, one could view most of the
village at the time.

During the 1700s, any longstanding member of thecommunity
would attend a revivalist meeting at the church, listening to guest
speakers from prominent families of the region. These men were

t



dedi cated, fervent preachers who captivated aud] er
founding of the congregation coincided with the Great Awakening of the early to mid700s, marked by an
increased spiritual quest by many members of the community. This church was, and still is, a prime

example of the influence of faith in a community as small as Dutch ¢de

Double -Murder : Not everything was right on the night before Thanksgiving, 1910. That evening, Dutch

Neck was struck at its core, as a homicide took place. In the middle of the night gunshots pierced the

silence of this farming village. The next mormg, the Reverend Amzi L Armstrong and his wife were found
dead in their living room. Armstrong, a retired preacher who had been pastor for forty years until 1900,

was found to have been killed by Jack Sechidess whjp,
Armstrongs.

Well, what was his motive? Sears had believed tjhat
property. However, he found out that he was mistaken, and in a fit of rage, killed his adoptive parents.
Eventually, Sears confessetd the murders of the two prominent community members and was sentenced

to death i n Tr ent ebnileidttree thair. This was thenfirssexenution bf yts kind in

Mercer County.

Dutch Neck General Store - The rectangular, recently-

renovated, white -colored building on the intersection of = X
South Mill Road and Village - a5 T N ¢
general store at one time. The store was on the lower level T e e : b7

while the owners slept on the second floor. Since timg it has : :

been a “Dutch Neck Post Of f i oS rarn—ms : z
residence. ; - —

West Windsor Volunteer Fire Co. 1 - This fire company

(look past the Presbyterian Church on South Mill Rd.), the

first in West Windsor, was organized in 1921. Originally

called the Dutch Neck Volunteer Fire Department, it served all

of West Windsor until the Princeton Junction Fire Department (more on that later) was organized in 1926.

Town Hall - Actually, this building is not here anymore; it was demolished in 1977 whethe township
government moved to its current location at the intersection of North Post and Clarksville roads.
However, from 1900 until then, it served as the administrative center of West Windsor. This town hall was
close to where you are right now. Hovelose? Well, you might well be standing on its roof if it were here
now! The building occupied the land containing the WWII monument just feet away from you, as well as
the current parking spaces for the West WindsePlainsboro Board of Education.

Dutch Neck Cemetery - This cemetery is one of the main features of the village; it dates back to at least
the founding of the Presbyterian Church congregation. If you
would like, step up to the iron fence and pay your respects.
Note the tombstones of the famiks that will continue to be
mentioned throughout the tour: Grover, Schenck, Bergen,
Hawk, and many more. Other prominent families, such as the
Applegets, Tindalls, Perrines, Everetts, and Updikes are
buried here, as well.
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Dutch Neck Library/ Court - Directly across from the
Presbyterian Church is one of the buildings currently used
by the West WindsorPlainsboro Board of Education. After
its construction in 1880, it served as the church school until
1965. From 1966 to 1983, it served as a county libraryral a
municipal court until it was bought by the Board.




Now, continue your tour by facing Village Road East. Inmed iately take a right onto South M
Road, right next to the WWII memorial. Note the H2 plaque on the ground to your right furth

down theroa d. Take ashortr ide down the road and look right until you come upon a large green
house. Here you will see:
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Dutch Neck. He is tired; it has been a long day for him. Ah! A light! The man follows the brightness, until hg

stops in the town square and looksft. There it is: an inn! The man jogs up to the building, knocks, and is
immediately let in for warmth and comfort. He spends the night, and
leaves the next day, feeling refreshed.
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placeof rest, comfort and refreshments for neighbors and
travelers alike. If you want to find a building that marks the official
founding of West Windsor, this is it. Constructed before the
Revolution, the tavern was where the first township meeting took
place,on April 8, 1797. At the time it was owned by Jacob Bergen.

In the inn you could meet and greet other community members,
share gossip, and eat a hearty meal . However,
patrons and churchgoers. Everthough the owner was most likely an upstanding member of the church,
he was forced to sell the building, which was then turned into a residence. The house was subsequently
moved from its original location at the intersection of South Mill Rd and Village Rd East (note the empty
lawn on the corner across from the former general store).

Turn around and ride back to the intersection of Village Road East and South Mill Road. Make a

right onto Village Road East. While riding down this road, note the many old buildings, some of
which host barns in the back. These houses were all built between 1790 and 1900. As soon as you

see a white house with a church behind it on your right, stop and ride into the parking lot.

The site you are now viewing is the current Windsor Chapel, a natenominational Evangelical church.
Constructed in 1888, the chapel was actually originally a barn. Additions were built throughout the years.
If you step inside, you can see photographs ofhat the chapel used to look like. There is even an original
wooden support post marked by a small golden plaque that commemorates the erection of the church.

As you exit the parking lot, turn onto Village Road
Easttowards Edinburg road (the same direct ion you
have been proceeding). Once you see a school

building on the left, come to a stop and read about:

Dutch Neck Elementary
School (Site H3)

This school, constructed in 1917, represents a change in e
education in West Windsor during that time. Beforehis St SCHOUL 1
year, there were several ongoom schoolhouses B
throughout the town, each serving its local residents. = oy, S - o
However, this schoola| ong wi th Penn’s ﬁ{é‘\eﬁ;‘ﬁ&bqﬁ) Ly

made those schoolhouses obsolete. Today it still functions




as an awardwinning elementary schooland maintains its historic exterior.

Keep going towards E dinburg road, cross it, and continue on Village Road East. After biking past
a row of houses, the land on the left will open up into a spacious field. Note the plague on the
road -side of the sidewalk as you view:
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This site,owned until recently by the Grover family, has

produced crops (strawberries, watermelons, corn, tomatoes,

etc.) for residents in the area for over a century. It is a great

example of one of the handful of farms that are still operating

today in the area. h 1994, owner Leroy C. Grover sold the

farm to the township as preserved farmland. Sadly, his son

died in the Vietham War, earning two purple hearts and a

silver star. Thomas R. Grover was only twenty two when he

died in 1969. The large grey building dowrthe road —

Thomas R. Grover Middle Schoolvas named in memory of

his brave service. Leroy Grover himself was a very active

member of the community, opening his farm to kpick events,

school tours, and barbecues for the West Windsor Volunteer
Fire Co. He s also a dedicated advocate for preserved farmland initiatives.

Continue along Village Road East. As you travel down the road, note this:

You are now travelling parallel to the Great West Windsor Divide, which is approximately 100 meters
south (to your right). All rainfall in West Windsor drains into two watersheds. The first, to the south,
ultimately leads to the Delaware River, while the one to the north to the Raritan River.

Continue r iding. Wheny ou come to the intersection of S outhfield road and Village Road East,
turn | eft onto Southfield Road. Eventually, you will see a large red barn and a large white house
on the right. This is the next site marked by a plaque:

Schenck Farmstead (Site H5)

This site is one of the most historic farms in WadNindsor. Currently, it is the headquarters of the West
Windsor Historic Society. The property was generously donated by Max Zaitz to the society in 1991.
Inside is an exhibit of the history of West Windsor.
Outside is a barn, a carriage house and a eneom
schoolhouse, all under reconstruction. | strongly
recommend seeing the farmstead. Just one tour can
give you a better feel about West Windsor than
most books. Of course, to really know the town,
one mustalsoal so expl ore it.
is for!

When the property was bought and built on in the
1750s, it contained around 120 acres of farmland.
It has maintained this acreage over the centuries, a
great example of the preservation of historic
farmland in West Windsor.




Continue along S  outhfield road. You will ride by Zait z Park Preserve . P ass straight through the
intersection with rt. 571 (Prin ceton -Hightstown Road). At 221 S outhfield road will be the next
unmarked site:

1808 Colonial House - this site is an interesting deviation fran the normal sites that you have seen so far.
Up to this point, many of the sites were farms and community buildings that had normal, everyday
purposes. However, this house, owned by the Perrine family since 1808, adds a twist to the role of a
farmhouse. During the middle of the nineteenth century, this building served as part of the Underground
Railroad, helping runaway slaves escape to freedom up north. This movement was especially
controversi al i n New Jer sey b e coltionsireNew Jersdy 1846y this i
state had the highest population of slaves of any northern state!

Continue On S outhfield road. At the ne xt intersection turn left onto Bennington drive. C ontinue
until you reach Rabbit Hill Road in about 1 mile. Turn righ t onto Rabbit hill road, then take a

left at Cranbury Road. Continue on this road (Be Careful, this is a stretch without a bike lane)

until you see a park open up on the left:

Van Nest Park

Established 1962, park itself is not actually a historic site@ther than the fact that it was donated to the
township by the prominent Van Nest family. However, in the field in the middle of the park, you should see
a 3D relief of Orson Wel les’ i nfamous Hall owsen
shown giving his performance, while a terrified family listens via radio. Above hovers a metallic alien
tripod, ready to conquer the puny planet it has discovered. This plaque, made on thedshniversary of

the radio play, shows the terror that millions of families felt on that night, as they heard of the touching
down of aliens in the little-known community of Grovers Mill.

That evening, Welles gave a broadcast that shook the country.
Twelve million tuned in to hear his American rendition of H.G. e
Well s’ novel “The War of the Wosl

special occasion, Welles could never have predicted the mass ;

hysteria that ensued. So real. =
that thousands throughout the country ran into the streets,

looking to confront the aliens. Near the intersection of Cranbury T

-

Rd. and Clarksville Rd. you can even see the remains of a water A

tower that was blown up that night by a local farmer with a rabbit AR

rifle —he believed it to be an attacking alien!

The township still occasionally celebrates that broadcast; it is
undoubtedly West Windsor’s mos
hysteria, horrified families, and a blowrup water tower —these
represent just a few of the panicky reactions on that fateful night.
You can learn more about the events and contemporary
newspaper accounts at http://www.waroftheworlds.org, an
informative website owned by the Mercer County Chamber of
Commerce. Another website, http://www.war-ofthe-
worlds.co.uk/grovers_mill.htm, also talksabout the broadcast and
relevant local backdrop.

Next, look towards:




Grovers Mill Pond (Site H6)

This manmade body of water was created in the eighteenth century to power a grist mill. The pond
recently underwent extensive dredging and its water is now cleaner than it has been in decades. The area
around it was settled in the mid1700s (if not 1690,as

the claimsgo-mor e on the pond’ s

until the mid-nineteenth century, the pond provided a

source of livelihood for many in the area. However,

unlike a number of the other Seven Sisters of West

Windsor, no school or church developeih the village,

and residents were forced to go elsewhere for education !

and sermons. Over the years, the pond has undergonea (|

number of name changes: from Bergen's Pond in 1776 . - : e 22

to Bear Pond to Schwenger ' Siuah ; i [y
Grovers Mill Pond. Curretly, it is officially known as ‘ : 5 o

Grovers Mill Pond, butunofficially is referred to as

Grover’s Pond, with ¢encewi t

the plaque).

As said before, the pond was built to power Grovers Mill. However, the pond also served aesthetic and
recreational purposes. Among those enjoying it were one e€and one future president: Grover Cleveland

and Woodrow Wilson. Both liked to walk along the pond, taking in its peaceful ambience. Wilson, then on

the faculty of Princeton University, biked five mlies from Princeton to visit the pond! He claimed that he
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as well. In 1976 the Pond was donated to the township by the Dey family.

After enjoying t he park and Pond surroundings, continue along Cranbury road. At the next

intersection of Cranbury Rd. and Clarksville Rd. should be a blue mill. Pull into the parking area

of the large red barn on the right and observe the village from there. This communit yis the ever -
important:

Grovers Mill (Site H7)

Al so (unofficially) spelled “Grover’s Mill,” th] s
Wi ndsor’'s history. Even without the previousbky el
still rich with history. The area was first settled in the mid1600s by New Amsterdam colonists-relatives

of Pieter Van Nest, who emigrated in 1646 to New

Netherlands (the future New York area). They bought much of

the nearby land from a local Lenapewd ow, “ 1 dah.

Other families were prominent, too. A record from 1759

shows a Daniel Wolsey as thel]agr

such as the Schwenger®n whose properties Hessian

soldiers hid during the Revolution) helped to found the area.

Over the years, the mill passed through various owners, until

it came under the ownership of Joseph H. Grover. The

property was one of the last that the Grover fany purchased

in the area, thus forever solidifying the name of the village to
“Grovers Mill.” Eventwually the mi+dpromioentlvidhgebveho p afs s ¢
befriended the two aforementioned presidents.

Now for the buildings of the village:



Grovers Mill Company - This is the large red barnlike structure right at the intersection, whose parking
space you are in. Built in 1759, it was used in 1929 by the Grovers Mill Company, founded in 1929 by
then-owner of the property Charles Ry. Until recently, this was a feed store that also sold lawnmowers
and landscaping equipmentVery recently (2012) it was converted into an office building, but theriginal
exterior designwas conserved The picture on the previous page

is of the buildingin 2011, just before construction began

GroversMill -Thi s is the | arge blue b ; t
was built in the early to mid- 1700s, and was originally run as ; —

what was known then as a grist mill. By the 1930s, electricity was

used in addition to water flow to maximize production. The mill

handled work for a number of farms within a tenmile radius.

Although the mill ceased operating in the 1940s, it is still a great

example of the technology used during the last three centuries. In

1975, it was converted to accommodate an art gallery and is now
home to a chiropractic business.

148 Cranbury Road - (bike further down the road to see this one) This building, first mentioned about
i'n.1879, may have been built as a tenant hous:.e oI
ownedbySredekers, and has since been given the nam

160 Cranbury Road - This house, built in the mid 1700s, was originally a large twestory, 5 bedroom
house with a front porch. It was the house in which Walter S. Grover was born amdane of the houses in
the area in which Hessian soldiers hid during the American Revolution. This house was owned by the
Schwenger family at the time, which was forced to house and feed the soldiers.

175 Cranbury Road (right next to the Grovers Mill Canpany

Building) - This white house, built around 1850 and obscured by
hedges, is another home that was built as the village developed
around the mill. What'’'s intere]st
still holds the conical water tower whose top was blastd away
during Orson Well es’ broadcastl
the tower are barely visible from any surrounding road.

Proceed down Clarksville road. Along the way you should
note a mar ker for Groverds Mill Poygd
about 500 feet until you see a large white house along a

gravel driveway to the right. This hous e hot only adj oreserse (fBrdhgse natue P

addicts out there) but it is also the location of:

Ladyfaire (Site H8)

I f you’ ve come f oringsomtlee towr, thisish e
it! According to the current occupants, the oldest portion of this
house was built inthe 1690s, possibly making it tle oldest
occupied house in the town. Tax records for the house list it as
being built in 1758, though (still a ©nsiderable while ago).
Originally owned by the Schwengers, it sits on one of the
properties bought from Idah. Throughout the centuries, several
additions were constructed, representing various architectural
styles. The occupants were fored to lodge Hessns here, too.




Continue down Clarksville road. At the fork, take the left road (North Mill). Here there is no bike
lane for about 3/10 of a mile, so be cau tious. After about half a mile e nter Hendrickson Drive on

the right. Two houses before the tennis courts you will see a brown house on the right ( the number
may be difficult to see). This is:

219 Hendrickson Drive - This 1750 house, originally a tweroom house on an apple orchard, was
another “safe house” that par oftheli8@s ttasd mayhave skreed Uln d ¢
as a stagecoach stop for weary travelers between Princeton and Hightstown.

Continue along Hendrickson Drive , past the tennis courts, until you reach an open field:

This site isRogers Arboretum , a recentlybuilt preserve. If you proceed on the path through the preserve
you should come to a small twirpond water feature. This is part of thed/11 Memorial , commemorated

to those who died on September 11, 2001. Please read the plaque placed by the pond before continuing
on.

Keep biking on the path until you reach Clarksville again. Turn left on Clarksville and cross
route 571. On the left should be:

West Windsor- Plainsboro High School South. Until High School North was built in Plainsboro in 1997, this
was the only high school in the district. Today, it is part of a system of WWP schools, all nationally ranked
in one of the st tsBadreshe propprty was budtor, it whs tietCoward Farm, another
example of West Windsor’'s agricultural roots.

You are now in Princeton Junction. The last of the Seven Sisters to be developed (starting in the late
1800s), Princeton Junction containg mix of mostly residential neighborhoods, with some commercial
areas. It was settled as the railroad was built, and developed around it. It has continued to grow
throughout the twentieth century, and hosts a number of businesses (shops, restaurants, gtc.

Continue until you reach the i ntersection of Clarksville Road and Penn Lyle Road . Take a right
onto Harris R oad. C ontinue along until you reach alexander road and make a left. You are now
entering:

Berrien City (Site H9)

You are now in the Princeton Junction development of Berrien City. Note the marker to the right of
Alexander Road at the intersection of Alexander and Scott Avenue. This community is a great example of
post-WWI developments of West Windsor. The developmenthe idea of Alexander Lawrence Berrien,
evolved next to the rail line that serves nearby New York and Philadelphia. This line also extends from
Florida all the way up to New England, and has contributed
greatly to New Jer sey’osiniBrs5o Wt h
In 1924, Berrien had bought enough property south of the
station to build 114 uniform lots. He then offered each lot to
a buyer who would decide on the type and size of house to
Dyay SSGRIED S F (10 CL e R TG S “lacer Sinaaet. Sy 1
Depressia.

After WWII, the community rebounded. Sears Roebuclkd
Weyer haeuser offered inexpenjsi
helping to reignite the boom. | encourage you to explore this
neighborhood and note the various quaint, similarlysized

homes.. For an itinerary | would suggest riding on Berrien
Avenue, Scott AvenueMontgomery Street, and Alexander

Road. Make sure to stay away from the side of Alexandeod&l closer to the train tracks.



Once you finish exploring Berrien city, arrive back at the intersection of Berrien Avenue and
Alexander R  oad. Here you will see:

Princeton Junction Fire Co. 1 (Site H10)

Recently, this building (labeled thg “Berrien
was converted into the home of the West Windsor Arts i~ o
Council. However, when it wadirst constructed it was a fire \ )/ ~

g

station. The Berrien City Fire Company, as it was first known, 1 _ '
was formed in 1926 in order to help the township keep pace B

with the developing community. Its name soon changed to e I_ j
the Princeton Junction Volunteer Fire Co. No. Note: The N
date on the plaque states 1929, rather than 1931 (the

completion date of the structure), to depictwo items: the

period of time in which the fire company was in operation

without this building, and the start of the Great Depression.

Once you are  done, bike (back) onto Berrien Avenue. Head south (away from Alexander R oad),
until you reach a left turn. Take this, then turn left onto Benford Drive, and you will eventually
reach Clarksville Rd. Turn left againand  continue biking, and you will pass a school on the left:

Maurice Hawk Elementary School (Site H11)

Builtin 1964, thisisanot her of We s t-windihgn d s or
schools Along with Dutch Neck, it helped to replace the or@om
schoolhousesserving the township. One suchschool house tfat used

to reside nearby on Clarksville Road is now being reconstructed at
the Schenck Farmstead, and near completion at the Schenck
Farmstead.

Continue down Clarksville towards Penn Lyle road. make a
righton PennL yle. Continue down this road until you reach
Village Road West. At this intersection, Make a left onto
Village Road West and continue riding. you are now approaching Dutch Neck Again. However,
before you reach the kiosk again, one more interesting house ca n be noted:

516 Village Road West —On your left, this is the last site

mentioned in this tour. Tax records date back to 1890 for this
former one-room schoolhouse(the current owners, however,

claim that recordsrevealthat it is a two-room schoolhouse) As

said before, smaller primary schools like this were replaced by the
construction of Dutch Neck Elementary School in 1917, and its
counterpart, Penns Neck Elementary School. In that same year, it §
was turned into a private residence and garage.

Keep b iking along Village Road West. Soon, you will arrive

back at the kiosk. At this point, you should be congratulated,

for you have completed the 10.5 mile bike route! IF you have

any questions, comments, or suggestions, do not hesitate to

fill out the form o h the O0Questions?6 webpage on
hope you6ve enjoyed the tour!




